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The Botanical Garden of the
Piedmont (BGP) recently secured
its single largest donation to date,
thanks to a $1.5 million gift from Dr.
Carol R. Angle.

Garden the autonomy to begin site
improvements. The land lease also
expanded the Garden site to nearly
15 acres.

Dr. Angle’s unprecedented gift of
$1,500,000 paves the way for the
Garden to finalize the architectural
plans while inspiring additional
philanthropic support to create
a botanical garden that will be a
showcase for Central Virginia.
Commenting on her gift, Dr. Angle
said, “The Botanical Garden of
the Piedmont will offer a uniquely
beautiful garden sanctuary in the
heart of Charlottesville that will
strengthen our community in
countless ways.”

As a result of Dr. Angle’s
transformational gift, combined with
other generous donations received
from members of the community
and environmentally focused
foundations, the Garden has secured
more than $3 million in private
philanthropic support. We intend
to complete the next two design
phases–site work and beginning to
install the Children’s Garden–within
the next three to five years. Please
contact us at 434/953-0060 if
you want to join us in building
this Garden.

“Gardens trigger curiosity,” said
out-going BGP Board President
Carol Carter. “Our Botanical Garden
will bring people together, and our
educational programs will foster
that curiosity in the natural world.
Because of the generosity of Dr.
Angle, we are moving closer to
making the Garden a reality.”
This gift comes at a time when
BGP is fast gaining momentum.
In October of 2021, the City of
Charlottesville granted a land
lease to the Garden, giving the

Dr. Carol Angle

Botanical Garden of the Piedmont brings people of all ages and backgrounds together as a community
to celebrate and nurture our native flora and fauna. The organization embraces inclusion by inviting
everyone to participate in the Garden whether they be visitors, supporters, volunteers, or staff, to further
our goal of being a place that promotes human and environmental well-being. In nature and in society,
diversity matters—we welcome and celebrate it!

BGP Welcomes New President
After serving as President of the Board of
Directors for two years, BGP bids a fond
farewell to Carol Carter and welcomes
Constance (Consi) Palmer to the position
on July 1st. Consi has been a Board member
since 2019 when she served as Co-Chair to the
Development and Marketing Committee with
Carolyn Achenbach. She will be the seventh
President since BGP was founded in 2008.

gardener, but I am married to one of the
best and I am the foremost garden admirer!
I am a member of a local garden club and
always strive to learn as much as I can. Our
family has property on the Chesapeake
Bay and I am highly motivated to Save the
Bay and remove invasives. Professionally, I
have my Masters in Community and Public
Health Nursing and have enjoyed a career in
nursing in a variety of sites, most recently as
What inspired you to volunteer with BGP?
an instructor of Community Health at UVA
Constance (Consi) Palmer
I got very excited about the garden when I first
School of Nursing. I have always enjoyed
saw the schematic drawings by Mikyoung Kim
volunteering and board service at numerous non-profits in
Design of Boston. What impressed me was the creative way
our community. The Botanical Garden of the Piedmont is a
that a neglected piece of property with many challenges could culmination of a myriad of interests and an opportunity to
potentially become a crown jewel of our community and the
create a lasting legacy for the community that our family has
designers’ desire for this garden to be a place for healing for
lived in and loved for many generations.
Charlottesville and the surrounding area. Having Mikyoung
Kim Design pair with a local firm, Waterstreet Studio, was an
What should the community know about BGP?
impeccable collaboration. It made me want to join my good
The Garden is open even if the gate is closed. We have over
friends already involved in the garden leadership.
470 volunteers! Come and see! www.piedmontgarden.org.
What do you hope to accomplish during your tenure
as President?
The Board guides the vision in this organization. My role
will be to keep us on track with our strategic planning
goals, continuing the good and energetic work following
Carol Carter as President. We would like to complete
the Schematic Design of the newly acquired land from
the City in our long-term lease and produce Design and
Construction documents for the first phase of our garden
plan. I look forward to the stream restoration beginning
(and ending!) and construction of bridges and trails across
the stream to connect all points of the garden. Personally,
I hope to make many partnerships with corporations and
foundations, continue strong relationships with individuals,
local governments and nonprofits, and secure robust
fundraising to enable us to build out and re-imagine a public
garden for all.
What type of work have you done (in your life and as a
BGP volunteer)?
Well, I will be the first to admit that I am not the best

What is your favorite thing about volunteering for BGP?
The people involved in the garden are amazing:
Board members, staff, volunteers, donors, community
and corporate partners, experienced and novice
gardeners, young families, retired scientists, school
children, environmentalists, artists, educators, business
professionals…all these special people will make this dream
come true!
When not working with the Garden, what do you do with
your spare time?
I love spending time with my children and grandchildren,
practicing yoga, walking, serving my church, being outside,
and visiting and enjoying gardens. Recently, I received the
highest compliment when I took my family on a tour of the
garden. “Wow Mom, this is really cool!”
Any additional comments?
Come and See!

Pictured in photo are volunteers (from the right),
Ruth Sweet, Lisa Stewart, and Lyra Stewart

Three Generations
Botanical Garden of the Piedmont is gratified to have increased our
volunteer corps from 200 individuals to almost 500 during COVID.
We’re especially happy that three generations of the same family came
out to participate in our Garden Guardian volunteer maintenance
program. We’re delighted to introduce to you Ruth Sweet
(grandmother), Lisa Stewart (mother), and Lyra Stewart (daughter).

The Garden is always
open, even when the
gate is closed!

What inspired you to volunteer with BGP?
Ruth: I had been looking for a place to get my hands in dirt ever since
I needed to say good-bye to the mini prairie I was creating in Verona,
Wisconsin. BGP has organized work groups that allow for lower
exertion levels, which was just what I was looking for.

Visit the Garden at 950 Melbourne Road, near
the intersection of Melbourne Road and John
Warner Parkway. Park along Melbourne Road
by the Charlottesville High School football
field. Furry friends are welcome as long as you
remember to clean up after them. Use the QR
Code below to find our trail map.

How did you get involved?
Lisa: My mom was already volunteering, and I thought this was
something that my daughter and I could do with my mom so we
signed up online to join her.

Join us at the Garden for Guardian Workdays
on the first and third Wednesday of every
month from March through December. Sign up on
our website: http://piedmontgarden.org/volunteer/

What type of work have you done?
Lisa: We weeded the flower garden near the entrance.

Is your group interested in learning more
about the Garden with a zoom presentation or
tour of the site? Contact us at:
info@piedmontgarden.org

What is your favorite thing about volunteering for BGP?
Ruth: Watching this place magically evolve.
Lisa: Working with my mom and my daughter and seeing the
progress.
Lyra: My favorite thing about volunteering for BGP is being outdoors,
getting muddy and dirty with my mom and grandmother. I also love
feeling accomplished after seeing what the garden looked like before
and after our work, and of course, the huge pile of weeds we pulled.

Have your voice heard! The increased acreage
means we are redesigning the Schematic Plan.
Now is the time to complete the on-line Survey
to provide input into the future features and
programs in the Garden (available in English
and Spanish). Use the QR Code

How do you balance your other commitments and volunteering
for the Garden?
Ruth: It fits into my routines beautifully. I can skip my routine
exercise on that day and feel that I have made a difference.
Any additional comments?
Lyra: It would be good to have hours available for students who are
unable to do Wednesday mornings.
Note: We’re working to create more school hour friendly, youth
volunteer opportunities!
To apply as a volunteer or to learn more about volunteer opportunities,
please go to our website: http://piedmontgarden.org/volunteer/

Student groups and organizations interested
in participating in stream water testing, Explore
to Read, or Create with Nature programming
should email us at edu_rsvp@piedmontgarden.org
Support us on Amazon Smile! Create an
Amazon Smile account and select Botanical
Garden of the Piedmont as your nonprofit of
choice. A percentage of your eligible purchases
will go to Grow the Garden at no extra cost to
you. All you need to do is start your shopping at
https://smile.amazon.com/charity?orig=%2F

Cathy Boyd

Charlotte Devine

Many thanks to our donors
for making the Spring Appeal
so successful, there’s still time
to contribute.
Join your friends and neighbors in
supporting the Botanical Garden of
the Piedmont. Your Annual Fund
contribution is critically important for
the Garden to grow.
Your donation supports the Garden’s
need for essential funds to support
ongoing operations. With your support
we can continue our current educational
programing and the maintenance of the
Garden site, while planning for the
future expansion of the Garden.
Support the Garden and make a difference
in the greater Central Virginia community.

Make an Annual
Donation TODAY.
Visit

http://piedmontgarden.org/volunteer/donate/give

Thank you!
We Will Grow Together.

Donations to Botanical Garden of the
Piedmont are fully tax deductible to the extent
allowed by law.

Whitney Zhang

BGP Welcomes
New Staff Members
• Cathy Boyd is our new Director of Advancement. Cathy holds

a Master of Education in Environment-Based Learning from
Mary Baldwin University and a Master of Teaching and a
B.A. in Religious Studies from the University of Virginia.
She has 25 years of experience and volunteer engagement
in churches, schools, and nonprofits. A native of the
Charlottesville-Albemarle area, Cathy is thrilled to work on
a project that brings all members of the community together
in a place of beauty and inspiration, right in the heart of her
hometown. She loves the high learning curve that comes with
being an advanced-beginner gardener.

• Charlotte Devine joined the staff as our Educational

Coordinator in February. She has been a BGP volunteer since
2019 and cares deeply about its mission of inclusively sharing
nature and promoting environmental stewardship with the
broader Charlottesville community. Charlotte has a Master’s
in Environmental Science from the University of Virginia
and has worked in both public and private horticulture since
2018. Her favorite part of the job is seeing kids light up as
they engage with all the natural beauty the Garden has to
offer.

• Whitney Zhang joined us last fall as our first Administrative

Assistant. Whitney grew up in the Midwest tending potted
plant gardens in the summer and exploring the woods
behind her house in all seasons. A nonprofit professional in
public libraries since 2015, Whitney worked in the Bay area
before moving to Charlottesville, where she promptly fell in
love with the local environment, community, and wildlife.
Her nickname at the library was the “Accountant” and her
attention to detail has been fully embraced by and celebrated
by her new coworkers. Whitney is excited to incorporate into
the organization her experience in education, research, and
outreach.

Stream Restoration in the Garden
Water attracts! The currently impaired perennial stream
running through our site is scheduled for restoration
efforts and, once completed, will be a major highlight of the
Garden. The restored stream will not only provide renewed
habitat for Piedmont flora and fauna, but it will also draw
the interests of Garden visitors because of its different visual,
auditory, and aromatic qualities and the opportunity for
multiple and diverse activities.
BGP considers it our ecological responsibility to integrate
the stewardship of the restored stream corridor into our
plans for future features and programs in the Garden.
Therefore, it is critical to our mission to consider the spaces
and connections along and around the stream now, and
we have tasked the BGP Design Team with preliminary
planning for these elements.
The BGP Design Committee and our design team of
Waterstreet Studio and Mikyoung Design have been working
with the City of Charlottesville and its engineering firm,
Hazen and Sawyer, to complete the plans for the stream
restoration implementation. This collaborative design
and engineering effort will create outdoor classroom
opportunities, enhanced stream access points, and
ecologically rich pathways around the stream corridor.
As such, circulation and gathering areas adjacent to the
stream are major considerations. This diagram indicates
the potential locations of different gathering areas along the
stream that could accommodate a variety of group sizes.
Trails and bridges will allow for further connectivity.
Since the area is currently overgrown with invasive plants,

a major focus of the stream restoration is to install a native
plant palette when the stream reconstruction is complete.
Planting zones along the stream were determined by soil
and light considerations, visitor foot traffic, maintenance
access, and other conditions. A list of plants was established
and overlaid onto the respective zones and gathering areas
to create different types of gardens that include native
herbaceous and perennial layers, Piedmont specific shrubs,
small flowering subcanopy and canopy trees, and even some
native edible species.
The base plant list specifies 147 trees and 572 shrubs with
an Add-Alternate planting plan that brings the quantity to a
total of 237 trees and 762 shrubs. Among the many species
of shrubs, there is Calycanthus floridus, (Sweetshrub),
Cephalanthus occidentalis (Buttonbush), Fothergilla
gardenia (Dwarf Fothergilla), Hamamelis vernalis (Vernal
Witchhazel), Ilex verticillate (Winterberry), Lindera
benzoin (Spicebush), Sambucus canadensis (Elderberry),
Viburnum dentatum (Arrowwood Viburnum). The tree
species include Acer rubrum (Red Maple), Amelanchier
canadensis (Serviceberry), Betula nigra (Sweet Birch), Carya
sp. (Hickory), Cercis canadensis (Redbud), Fagus grandifolia
(American Beech), Nyssa sylvatica (Blackgum), Sassafras
albidum (Sassafras), Quercus bicolor (Swamp White Oak),
and Viburnum prunifolium (Blackhaw), and more.
Bid documents for the stream restoration are expected to go
out this summer, and we hope to begin construction by late fall.
The stream restoration is anticipated to take six to nine months.
Planting is the final phase of the stream restoration process.

StayCelebrate
at Home
Thanks to everyone who participated by Staying at Home and Celebrating!
and to Harvest Moon Catering for their support!

Art in the Garden
“Art is born of the observation and investigation of nature,”
according to the Roman philosopher Cicero. This spring at
the Botanical Garden of the Piedmont (BGP), visitors were
invited to enjoy both.
The Children’s Garden became
the playground of art and
curiosity with the creation of
a spiral made up of natural
materials such as sticks and
stumps, echoing Roberto
Kamide’s wire art sculptures
at the McGuffey Art Center.
(Kamide offered the proceeds of
any art sales during his spring
show “Wire Not?” to BGP.)
The labyrinth, designed and
constructed by BGP volunteer
Martha Donnelly, has fascinated
Photo by Roberto Kamide
children of all ages who enjoy
following the twisting labyrinth and interacting with the
pieces. Individual artistic groups have also left designs on the
site such as large stars formed from sticks and carefully laid
pinecones.
At our Earth Day celebration,
the students of Crozet
Elementary installed their
interactive community
art project by bringing
Kindness Rocks to the
garden. Art teacher Hope
Caplan was inspired to
bring her 340 students
outdoors and to provide
them with an alternative way
to communicate besides a
computer screen, when she
applied and received a grant for the project. Every student
painted art or messages of compassion on a rock they were
invited to leave at the botanical garden for others to read
and carry away if desired. She saw the interactive activity
as a way to further unite the communities of Crozet and

Charlottesville, and noted how the students were both
invested and excited.
“They are practically
vibrating,” the art
teacher said prior to
the event, noting the
students were thinking
that so many people in
Charlottesville might
have the chance to see
their work.
John Holden, volunteer
Wildflower Walk tour
guide, gave the garden
several of his wife’s
photos of the plants
blooming at the garden
site in April. May brought
Wild Rock’s Artful
Adventure allowing
families to create natural
Mother’s Day presents
and imagine their own
art projects on their
walks up and down the
mulched trails.

Photo by Jeannie Holden
Young volunteers
from Charlottesville High School’s Pop-up Art Team
and Wildrock staff helped those in attendance visit art
installations such as the Nest, where young visitors were
encouraged to sit, linger and listen.

Whether taking nature as its model, as Cicero said, or
simply augmenting the beauty of outdoors, art belongs in
this garden.

Botanical Garden
of the

Visitors—including younger family members–are
encouraged to come by the garden at the corner of the John
Warner Parkway and Melbourne Road to experience nature
and find art—or inspiration for it—while enjoying a healthy
environment at the same time.

Piedmont

The Mission
The Botanical Garden of the Piedmont’s mission is to invite all community members and visitors to engage in
nature, to educate and inspire through the beauty and importance of plants, to advance sustainability, and to
promote human and environmental well-being.

Meadow
Last year the BGP
Staff and Horticultural
Committee planted a
wildflower meadow
parallel to Melbourne
Road to provide a
natural buffer to the
road, add a visible
and vibrant presence
to all those who drive
or walk by, and, most
importantly, to attract
a greater number of
pollinators and birds to
the Garden site.
A group of Board
members, volunteers,
staff, and meadow
professionals from J.W. Townsend Landscapes selected
the plants for this bed. Priority was given to plants that
are good pollinators, are aesthetically pleasing, and have
enough structural integrity that they do not flop over. The
plants included 20% grasses, and the remaining 80% is a
combination of annual, biennial, and perennial flowers.
The flower selection is primarily native plants. There
are exceptions to provide flowers for color, interest, and
increased pollinator activity during the first and second
years of the Garden’s growth.
Brian Yoder, from J.W. Townsend Landscapes, presented
background information to the Garden Guardian volunteers
about the wildflower meadow. He explained the process
of preparing the area for the meadow, which included the
prudent use of herbicide to kill the existing Bermuda grass,
Lespedeza, and other invasive plants that out compete the
desired meadow plants.
A soil test revealed that the soil lacked the needed
phosphorus for the plants to thrive. To avoid erosion, the
thatch was left in place and a (no-till drill) aerator was used
to plant the meadow seeds.
A meadow evolves as it ages. During the first growing

season a meadow
depends on annuals
for structure, flowers,
and seasonal interest.
If you explored the
wildflower meadow
last growing season
you would have seen
the garden’s annual
flowering plants:
partridge pea, cosmos,
zinnias, and annual
coreopsis. At the end of
the first season some of
the perennial flowers
and grasses were only
between 1 – 6” tall.
Experts consider the
second growing season, this year for our meadow, to be
the gangly adolescence of its evolution. Annual flowers are
limited to those plants from the prior year that re-seeded in
the meadow, like partridge pea. Biennial plants were added
into the seed mix to fill in the second-year gap. In this case,
Queen Anne’s Lace and some of the coreopsis were selected.
We also over-seeded with some annual flowers to add more
interest and color this year.
In the third growing season, the perennials shine! Three
grasses (Little Bluestem, Purple Top and Side Oats Gamma)
and 19 different perennial species such as Milkweed,
False Indigo, Aster, Hyssop, Mountain Mint, Coneflowers,
Coreopsis, Sunflower, Goldenrods, Blazing Stars, Beebalm,
Vervain and Yarrow will be the stars of the wildflower
garden. This variety of plants guarantees an extended season
of color and interest in the meadow, for the benefit of both
pollinators and people.
The educational component of Garden Guardians provides
on-going training before working in the Garden on the first
and third Wednesdays of the month. These same volunteers
provide the hands-on weed control. If you are interested in
volunteering, visit: http://piedmontgarden.org/volunteer/

WHAT’S HAPPENING!
Calendar of Upcoming Events

All events are free and open to the public.
Saturday

June 18th

Monday

June 20th 		

Juneteenth event

Saturday

June 25th

9:00 am

Bird Identification Walk

Saturday

July 2nd

9:00 am

Garden Site Tour

Saturday

July 9th

9:30 am

Explore to Read

Saturday

July 9th

10:30 am-12 pm

Butterfly Identification Walk

Wednesday July 13th

10:00-10:30am

JMRL Storytime in the Garden

Wednesday July 20th

9:00 am

Explore to Read

10 am-2:30 pm

Pollinator Day

Saturday

July 23rd

10:30 am-12:00 pm

Butterfly Identification Walk

Saturday

August 6th

9:00 am

Garden Site Tour

Wednesday August 10th 10:00-10:30am

JMRL Storytime in the Garden

Saturday

August 13th 10:30am-12pm

Butterfly Identification Walk

Saturday

August 27th 10:30am-12pm

Butterfly Identification Walk

Check in at https://piedmontgarden.org/ for more information
This calendar is constantly being updated.
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