
Fall 2022

The Garden’s Path
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Consi Palmer
President

Diego Anderson
Vice President

Jude Garzolini 
Secretary

Brion Friedman
Treasurer

Carol Carter
Past President

Carolyn Achenbach
Jack Bocock
Deborah Bell Burks
Kristin Davis
Julia Green
Steve McLean
Laura Peet
Rodney Shirley
Christina Teague
Jay Townsend
Keith Woodard
 
Jill Trischman-Marks
Executive Director

 City Dept. of Parks & Recreation 
 Approves the Schematic Plan Redesign
Charlottesville Department of Parks and Recreation has officially 
approved the redesign of the Schematic Plan for the Botanical 
Garden of the Piedmont! The Schematic Plan needed to be 
updated to incorporate the additional acreage the Garden acquired 
for the city through the land lease agreement. It also incorporates 
the City’s plans for the upcoming stream restoration as well as the 
public bridge over the stream and the trails leading to the bridge 
on either side.

The new Schematic Plan did a deep dive into the Children’s 
Discovery Garden, incorporating a three-season Garden Pavilion 
for classes and events, as well as an outdoor classroom area, a 
reading nook, raised beds, a treehouse, and nature play areas like 
mounded earth forms and open lawns.

The plan also reworked the parking lot into an irregular shape 
to allow for a large rain garden feature in the center which will 
collect all of the water from the adjacent paved areas and filter it. 
The filtered water will run under the parking lot into a series of 
waterfalls through the Children’s Discovery Garden. Besides being 
beautiful to look at and fun to splash in, the sound of the water 
splashing over the rocks will help diminish the background sounds 
of traffic at the Garden.

The Garden is in the process of presenting the Schematic Plan to 
other officials at the City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County 
for approval. (Some of the Garden land is owned by the City of 
Charlottesville but is located in Albemarle County.) The next step 
in the design process is Design Development.

Turn the pages to see Schematic Plan Design  



Meet the Garden’s First  
Ever Summer Interns
For the first time ever, the Garden hosted 
volunteer student interns this summer. A native of 
Central Virginia, Ellie Forney is a 2022 graduate 
in biology at Roanoke College, who needed 120 
volunteer hours in order to complete her degree. 
Nancy Etro is a second-year graduate student 
at UVA, working on her Master of Urban and 
Environmental Planning degree. In separate 
interviews, we asked them what inspired them to 
choose Botanical Garden of the Piedmont for their 
internships.

Ellie was drawn to an 
internship where she 
could spend time in nature 
and make a difference 
in children’s lives. Her 
internship duties included 
assisting the Environmental 
Education Coordinator 

KBS Earthworks Selected for Stream Restoration Project
The City of Charlottesville has selected KBS 
Earthworks, Inc., to construct the stream restoration 
along the perennial stream, a tributary to Schenk’s 
Branch, which bisects the Botanical Garden of the 
Piedmont. Work is scheduled to begin this Fall. Change 
can be messy! Several of the Garden trails will be closed 
during the stream restoration, but the Garden will 
remain open. Look for signs to point you along your 
way and around the Garden once the bulldozers arrive.

In an effort to make every aspect of the design 
and construction of the Garden into a community 
educational opportunity, the Garden has been providing 
a collaborative three-pronged experiential educational 
opportunity of the stream restoration. Working in 
partnership with Rivanna Conservation Alliance, the 
project includes on-site informational signage, water 
quality testing, and an integrated webpage. 

Local students and scouts have been testing the water 
regularly before the restoration, and they will continue 

to test it during and after the stream restoration 
process. The results of their citizen scientist water 
tests are displayed on the stream information webpage. 
The weather-proof informational signs were installed 
in August on a trail bordering the stream that will 
be accessible during the remediation construction. 
Displayed on the signs are QR codes for easy access to 
the Garden stream information webpage. 

https://piedmontgarden.org/learn-about-the-site-
now/stream-restoration-information/
The students and scouts that attended the sessions were 
very engaged and enthusiastic about their experiences. 
Jen O’Malley, the Executive Director at Lafayette School 
reported back that her “students were excited to go and 
came back exhausted and excited! Well done!” We look 
forward to more students visiting the site to participate 
in stream water testing and other water quality 
programming when field public school trips resume.
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where she was able to use her artistic skills and work 
with a diverse group of children. She had worked as 
an art counselor at a horse camp in the past, so her 
internship at BGP built on this experience and expanded 
her craft ideas and improved her organizational skills. 
Ellie’s favorite things about her internship at the garden 
were “the people I met and worked with and the fun 
ways to be creative with kids. It also opened up a lot of 
other educational job opportunities for me!”

Nancy was struck by BPG’s initiative to create a space 
that is meaningful to all members of the Charlottesville 
community and the surrounding counties. She also 
wanted to be more involved with a smaller organization 
working to improve access to nature and environmental 
education for all ages within the Charlottesville area. 

Nancy’s internship focused 
on community outreach. She 
worked on reaching out to other 
community organizations that 
could support BPG’s mission and 
could benefit from using BPG 
as a gathering space and/or for 
educational opportunities. This 

is her first time doing community outreach outside of 
an academic setting, and she encourages others to do 
an internship for the Garden because of how supportive 
and driven the staff are. “The staff members, volunteers, 
and Board members have all been welcoming and 
passionate about nature, BGP, and making BGP a safe 
space for all to enjoy nature.” 

After she graduates from UVA, Nancy hopes to 
increase access to nature within cities by working with 
communities and community organizations. She thinks 
this internship has provided a wonderful opportunity to 
have first-hand experience with what she is interested 
in pursuing in the future. 

The Board and staff at Botanical Garden of the 
Piedmont thank Ellie and Nancy for their time, 
enthusiasm, and hard work this summer and wish them 
the best in the future!

Nancy was struck by BPG’s initiative to 
create a space that is meaningful to all 
members of the Charlottesville community.

Turn the pages to see Schematic Plan Design  
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The Schematic Plan
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Eagle Scout Projects Enhance Programming
This Garden was fortunate to have 
two Eagle Scout projects installed 
and donated this season and they are 
the first Eagle Scout projects that the 
Botanical Garden of the Piedmont has 
ever engaged in. Based on each Scout’s 
interests, the projects were selected 
from a long list of the Garden’s needs 
and wishes.

George Vavrik is a senior at Albemarle 
High School (AHS) who completed 
his Eagle Scout project at Botanical 
Garden of the Piedmont this summer. 
His parents told him about the Garden when he was looking 
for an Eagle Scout project, and George gravitated towards 
this project because he wanted a project that was complex, 
both concrete and interactive, and he liked the idea that a 
chalkboard could be used by and benefit children.

George has been a Scout since 3rd grade and has helped with 
other Eagle Scout projects, but this was his first design and 
build project. He is in the MESA (Math, Engineering & Science 
Academy) program at AHS and enjoyed applying  some of the 
knowledge he gained in school to this project.

George said he encourages others to do projects at the Garden 
because it is a great public resource. He feels his project will 
“have an impact and serve the community –  
which is the mission of an Eagle Scout project. Plus, everyone 
at BGP was helpful, insightful, and easy to work with!” In 
addition, George commented that they should “jump in head 
first and get to work! There are always obstacles and roadblocks 
(like the BSA forms and paperwork), but you’ll  
get through them if you take them on step by step.”

Finally, George wants to thank his “Scout Master Mr. Ken 
Young for his help with the project and support along my 
scouting journey, my fellow scouts for being eager to come 
to workdays to help with the 
project, and my parents for being 
so supportive and encouraging me 
on this project and study abroad 
adventure.” The Garden sends 
our best wishes to George for a 
successful year in Morocco! 

Jackson Smith provided the Garden 
with its second Eagle Scout project. 
He is a 10th grade student at 
Western Albemarle High School 
with an interest in American 

History. Jackson chose his project because 
he saw the need for a convenient place to 
sit along the trails, so he built a wheelchair 
accessible picnic table and 2 benches with 
arms.

One of the needs this project addressed was 
benches for people who hike the trails around 
the Garden but might want to sit down for 
a moment to rest or admire the Garden’s 
surrounding

beauty. Another need was the picnic table for 
the water testing program as well as anybody 
who wants to sit and eat lunch by the stream. 

Jackson also modified the front of 26 bird boxes because the 
hole sizes were too large and predators, like snakes, could get 
inside. He resized the holes so that the birds would be safer 
and want to make their nests inside them.

This was the first time Jackson did construction or building 
work, but he was pleased with the outcome and being able to 
provide places to sit and eat in the Garden. He enjoyed working 
with the BGP because “they were easy to communicate with, 
which made the project a smooth process”. He encourages 
others to do projects for BGP because there is not another local 
organization fully dedicated to the same mission.

Jackson wants to acknowledge and thanks his Eagle Scout 
project advisor, Andy Sullivan for the many hours he put in to 
make the project and construction come together, as well as 
troop 79 for helping build the project and giving much advice 
along the way. He also thanks his parents for their help with 
coordination, supplies, and food throughout the project.

The Board and staff want to also express our thanks to the 
George and Jackson and the many members of the community 
that participated in and supported these projects. At every 
turn along the way, these projects were conducted in mature 

and responsible manners, and the 
final products more than exceeded 
our expectations. In fact, both the 
chalkboard and the benches were 
incorporated into our Children’s 
programming the day after they 
were completed and have been used 
on a regular basis ever since. By 
working together, our community 
grows stronger, and we truly 
appreciate the support these Eagle 
Scout projects demonstrate in the 
Garden.

George Vavrik

Jackson Smith



With her experience in web 
design and development and 
her passion for the Garden, 
Ruth Kastenmayer is the perfect 
fit for the role of Volunteer 
Archivist. We asked Ruth some 
questions about her prior work 
and volunteer experiences, and 
her current BGP role. Here’s what 
she said: 

What inspired you to volunteer 
with BGP the first time and 
what made you come back?
I have been a lifelong gardener 
since helping as a toddler with 
our family “victory garden” 
during the war. I especially like 
choosing seeds, planting them 
carefully, and watching them 
grow. I chose to volunteer for 
the Garden because I realized 
the idea was a beautiful seed 
that just needed planting and 
nurturing. The Garden is not 
only something for us to watch 
and admire now, but it is a 
valuable legacy to leave for the 
generations that come after us.

Some competing family needs 
caused me to temporarily leave 
actively volunteering for the 
garden, but I always intended to 
come back!

What type of work have you 
done?
I taught Web Design and 
Development courses, led the 
Judson College Web Team, 
served as College Webmaster, 
and directed the College Center 
for Teaching, Learning & 
Technology in Marion, Alabama. 
I volunteered for six years as 
OLLI Webmaster, and for about 
eight years as Webmaster for the 
Garden. I volunteered as a JABA 
Friends In Schools Helping 
(FISH) Mentor at Jackson-Via 
ES in Charlottesville for twelve 
years, and I am continuing FISH 
mentoring now over Zoom.

What is your favorite thing 
about volunteering for BGP?
Besides all the reasons 
mentioned above, I am so 
happy now that I was given the 
opportunity to learn new skills. I 
can volunteer from home to start 
building a digital archive and 
history for the Garden. I love that 
this is an ongoing commitment 
with no end in sight.

How do you balance your other 
commitments and volunteering 
for the Garden?
Working from home makes that 
super simple!

What do you think people 
should know about BGP that 
they may not know?
I am not sure that folks realize 
that the desire for a botanical 
garden here in Charlottesville 

goes back a long time. Even 
Thomas Jefferson expressed 
such a wish! Over time the City 
decided several times to build 
a botanical garden but it never 
came to fruition.

When the controversy erupted 
over plans to build a parkway 
through McIntire Park, many 
people came up with ideas for 
the newly accessible eastern 
side of the park. Several people 
thought about planning a 
garden, but only Helen Flamini 
had the foresight to immediately 
establish a non-profit with plans 
to raise funds to support a City-
Garden partnership. I believe 
it was this ability to assume 
the financial responsibility for 
the building of the garden that 
led to the Botanical Garden 
of the Piedmont being chosen 
from several competing garden 
groups for the partnership. Many 
dedicated volunteers held on 
tenaciously and worked hard 
over the years to arrive at this 
wonderful time when we are 
seeing the Garden take shape 
before our eyes!

Any additional comments?
I am so happy that we have such 
a dedicated Board, very talented 
staff, and many, many hard-
working volunteers. We all need 
to help to spread the word so lots 
more folks find their niche in 
building a garden for everyone 
in the greater Charlottesville 
community and beyond to enjoy.

Meet Ruth Kastenmayer, Volunteer Archivist

Make an Online Donation to Botanical Garden of the Piedmont:  piedmontgarden.org



Upcoming Events
PO Box 62224
Charlottesville, VA 22906

Wednesday, October 19
8:30-10:30am
Garden Guardians
Garden
Saturday, October 22
1-4pm
Harvest Festival
Garden
Wednesday, November 2
9-11am
Garden Guardians
Garden
Saturday, November 5
9-9:45am
Garden Site Tour
Garden

Wednesday, November 9
10-11am
JMRL Storytime in the Garden
Garden
Saturday, November 12
1-4pm
PRISM Invasive Plant Workshop
Garden
Wednesday, November 16
9-11am
Garden Guardians
Garden
Tuesday, November 29
All Day
Giving Tuesday
Virtual

 Many thanks to  
all of our volunteers  

for their support  
of the Garden! 

To  b e c om e  a  v o l u n t e e r  g o  t o  p i e dm o n t g a r d e n . o r g / v o l u n t e e r
Look Inside to See the New Schematic Plan Design  


