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Activating the Garden South of the Stream

With the money provided by the Ballyshannon Fund grant, Botanical 
Garden of the Piedmont began activating the south side of the stream 
this fall. Using Best Management Practices for invasive plant removal, 
the Virginia Forestry and Wildlife Group began by cutting invasive 
shrubs and vines down to the ground and judiciously applying 
herbicides to the stubs. After waiting a month for the plants to die back, 
a forestry mulcher cleared and chipped the invasive plants. 

The clearing work will be continued on January 14th for the Garden’s 
Martin Luther King Day of Service with Bartlett Tree Experts. For the 
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Forestry Mulcher

(All photos by Jill Trischman-Marks unless otherwise noted.)



Activating the Garden South of the Stream (continued)
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fifth year in a row, Bartlett will provide the Garden with their 
expertise, time, and equipment to help make the Garden the best 
it can be. This year JW Townsend Landscapes will also be sending 
out professional volunteers to support our efforts and The Nature 
Conservancy and Public Lands plan to provide volunteers and 
support for the event. To volunteer for this event, contact Whitney 
Zhang at w.zhang@piedmontgarden.org.

The goal for the day is to start creating mulched trails and 
gathering areas within the approximately five acres on the south 
side of the stream. Bartlett’s crew will start by removing dead or 
dangerous trees and limbs and by pruning trees as needed to 
increase their health outcomes. Volunteers will have a range of 
opportunities – from manning registration tables, to dragging 
limbs and debris to the Bartlett chipper pile, to wheelbarrowing 
the chipped debris to the areas of proposed trails and gathering 
areas and raking them smooth.

Steven Gaines, arborist for the City of Charlottesville, has been 
watching the progression of the Garden as we have systematically 

Removing Invasive Plants

This area in red on the Schematic Plan shows the where the work has begun.
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removed invasive plants from the north side of the 
stream. The location of the former leaf dump and 
mulch pile, the site was a thicket of invasive plants 
when we first started stewarding it. He is impressed 
by our progress and commented, “Botanical Garden 
of the Piedmont has taken an appropriate approach 
to the management of invasive plant populations on 
the property. The invasive plant epidemic is not an 
issue that will be arrested any time soon. The City 
of Charlottesville and surrounding vicinity needs to 
consider similar management regimes as we pursue 
sustainable tree canopy and quality wildlife habitat.”

Because the north and south sides of the stream will 
be completely cut off during the stream restoration 
construction for possibly a year or so, we plan to add 
other amenities to the south side of the stream, such 
as an information kiosk and signage about the stream 
restoration process. Visitors can visit the south side of 
the stream by way of the Vietnam Memorial or skatepark 
on the east side of McIntire Park .

Come visit the Garden and volunteer for MLK Day of 
Service or take a tour of the Garden soon and help us 
GROW!

Before Removing Invasive Plants, South Side of Garden,  August 2022 After Removing Invasive Plants, October 2022 

On North Side of Garden in 2019. (Photo by Carol Carter)

To volunteer for  
MLK Day of Service  
contact Whitney Zhang at 
w.zhang@piedmontgarden.org
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Gifts to the Garden
The community support we are receiving is astounding 
in all of its forms – on-line engagement, volunteers, 
collaborations, in-kind gifts, grants and donations – 
and we are so very thankful for it all. As we develop the 
Garden, a project that has a multi-million-dollar price 
tag, the financial support of the community has never 
been more important to our success. In the past few 
months, we have received several noteworthy gifts to 
support the building of the Garden, and to continue to 
grow our programming.

In September, BGP received an important gift from 
the Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation towards 
building the Garden. As one of its focus areas, the 
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation focuses on 
projects that educate students and the public about 
environmental stewardship, protect and preserve 
natural habitats, and improves open spaces and makes 
nature accessible.

In October, the Perry Foundation provided BGP 
with a 1:3 challenge gift. This gift is to financially 
support the design and construction of our proposed 
Garden Pavilion – a three season building with heat, 
power, bathrooms and a wet lab, so the Garden 

Stream Restoration Update
The bulldozers are coming, finally! The permitting 
process went more slowly than anticipated, but KBS 
Earthworks, Inc., will soon begin the months-long 
process of restoring the unnamed and highly degraded 
perennial stream that bisects the Garden. Reducing the 
velocity of the water flowing through the stream, and 
therefore the erosion and the sediment the water carries, 
is significant because the stream enters Schenk’s branch 
after it crosses under the John Warner Parkway and then 
flows to Meadowcreek, the Rivanna River, and on to the 
James River and Chesapeake Bay. Specifically, the project 
is expected to reduce sediment pollution by 112 tons, 
nitrogen by 106 lbs., and phosphorus by 78 lbs. each year.

Rivanna Conservation Alliance has partnered with BGP 
to provide educational programming around the stream 
restoration. Executive Director Lisa Wittenborn is 
anticipating the benefits will include the “improvement to 
habitat for aquatic organisms and the rare opportunity in 
the urban area of Charlottesville for visitors to see what a 
healthier stream looks like and how it should function. It 
will be a much-improved location for education programs 
and for visitors looking to enjoy the many benefits that 
come from spending time in nature, near water.”

The process of restoring the 820 linear feet of the stream 
is multi-phased and includes removing the existing 
vegetation, realigning the stream to include meanders 
to slow down the speed of the water, raising the level of 
the bottom of the stream and tapering back the banks so 
they are not so steep, adding areas for floodplains, and 
stabilizing the entire stream corridor by planting native 
plants.

The removal of vegetation is not something taken lightly 
by any of the organizations involved in this restoration. 
The base bid for the construction includes the supply and 
installation of 158 trees and 685 shrubs. In addition, BGP 
has committed to planting at least an additional 44 trees 

and 93 shrubs.

David Powell at the Virginia Department of Forestry 
notes that “the improvement of the stream buffer at the 
Botanical Garden can offer many benefits to water quality 
and wildlife... One of the challenges in establishing 
healthy buffers is the presence of invasive trees and 
plants which will out-compete native vegetation. Native 
trees and plants provide more benefits to insects, birds, 
and other wildlife than invasive plants.”

Charlottesville Area Tree Stewards (CATS) collaborates 
with the Garden in offering free tree identification 
walks to the community. They support the City of 
Charlottesville and BGP in the reconstruction of the 
stream because “erosion issues will only get worse 
without efforts to re-channel the curves and insert flood-
slowing systems which engineers have designed. Two 
successful examples of this kind of project took place 
at Meadow Creek, behind Seminole Square Shopping 
Center, and at Greenbrier Park.” Adds CATS President 
Robin Hanes, “Botanical Garden of the Piedmont is and 
will be a treasure for our community.”

Make an Online Donation to Botanical Garden of the Piedmont:  piedmontgarden.org

At Right: Current Stream Conditions (Drone Photo by Carlton Carroll )
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can provide programming regardless of the weather. 
Receiving this gift from them is the equivalent to the 
Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval for funding in our 
community!

In December, The Lumos Foundation invested their 
support in Botanical Garden of the Piedmont and are 
excited to partner with the community to enhance and 
protect this garden for local citizens to enjoy. Located in 
Waynesboro, Lumos is focused on bringing fiber optic 
broadband to residential communities where high-
speed internet has not been available and is currently 
connecting broadband to 3,300 homes in Crozet.

Thanks to  the hard work of our grants team, we 
continue to receive and expand funding for our current 
programming. In November we received a grant from 
the Prana Fund of the Charlottesville Area Community 
Foundation (CACF) for our Create with Nature arts 
program for the next eighteen months. 

In December, The Dave Matthews Band Bama Works 
grant fund at CACF increased their funding of the 
“stream water testing program” enabling us to expand 

the program to different age groups as well as to add 
signage on the south side of the stream. In addition, Lisa 
Libraries provided BGP with children’s books. It was an 
exciting day when three large boxes arrived, containing 
48 different books with nature/garden themes. These 
books are a valuable addition to our literacy program – 
“Explore to Read,” as well as an important stimulant for 
art project ideas for “Create with Nature.”

Many thanks to the Central Virginia community for all of 
your support. If you are interested in learning more about 
how you can support the Garden, call Cathy Boyd at 434-
953-0060 ext.3. 

 Thanks to  the hard work of our grants 
team, we continue to receive and expand 
funding for our current programming. 

Books courtesy Lisa Libraries
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Connections in the Garden
An aspiration of Botanical Garden of the Piedmont 
is to be a place to bring people together. In fact, in 
October the Board of Directors approved our core 
values, “Inspiring connection, learning and joy through 
nature!” On a beautiful Saturday in October, the Garden 
was overjoyed to achieve that goal when we hosted 
the Charlottesville Chapter of The Links, Incorporated 
members and their invited friends. The Links is an 
international, nonprofit corporation, established in 1946. 
It is one of the nation’s oldest and largest volunteer 
service organizations of professional women of African 
descent who are committed to enriching, sustaining, and 
ensuring the culture and economic survival of African 
Americans and other persons of African ancestry. The 
members of The Links are influential decision makers 
and opinion leaders with core values of friendship, 
integrity, honesty, service, commitment, family 
relationships, courage, respect for self and others, legacy, 
confidentiality, responsibility, and accountability. 

The members of The Links and their invited friends 
came to the Garden for a day of learning, relaxation, 
and fun. The day started with a tour of the Garden, 
which was followed by an Xtreme Hip Hop class taught 
by Avis Fields. The members then enjoyed a bountiful 
buffet of delicious foods provided by Deborah Bell 
Burks, a member of the BGP Board of Directors. The 
day concluded with a class in flower arranging provided 
by H. Peterson and Dominique Minor from Prickly Pear 
Botanicals and supported by BGP volunteers.

Not only does Ms. Fields teach exercise classes, she is the 
7 & 8th Grade Dean of Students and the Middle School 
Physical Education Teacher at Tandem Friends School. 
Since 1989, she and her mother have been searching for 

Avis’s teacher at Johnson Elementary School, Carolyn 
Adams. Ms. Adams had such a powerful impact on Avis’s 
life that it steered her toward a career in education. Avis 
had been searching for her to thank her and share the tale 
of her professional journey.

Carolyn Adams began teaching in 1970 and retired 
in 1999. She loves any chance to arrange flowers and 
started a small flower shop, “Flower Creations by 
Carolyn,” out of her home in 2000, so when she heard 
BGP needed volunteers to help with a flower arranging 
class, she signed up and was there volunteering at the 
Garden on that beautiful day for the first time.

When Carolyn and Avis saw one another, the recognition 
was instantaneous. They both burst into tears and Avis 
exclaimed “I have been searching for you for 30 years!” as 
they embraced. Avis then raced to find her mother so she 
too could celebrate the reunion. 

Avis reported to us that “the Saturday that we ‘reunited’ 
she told me to follow her to her car to get her business 
card, I felt like I was five again following my kindergarten 
teacher.” The following Monday morning Carolyn 
brought Avis flowers from her garden to Tandem School 
with a beautiful note! 

BGP looks to many more opportunities to bring members 
of the community together.
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Debra Fields, Carolyn Adams and Avis Fields (Photo by Cathy Boyd)

Charlottesville Chapter of the Links, Incorporated Avis Fields with Flowers from Carolyn’s Garden
(Photo by Carolyn Adams)

(Left to right, back to front back to 
front: Gina Patterson, Mary Matzer, 
Leah Puryear, Beverly Adams, Mildred 
Best, Verlease Bell, Joyce Lewis, 
Deborah Bell Burks, Gwen Reynolds, 
Gwedette Crumie, Lisa Dixon, Linda 
Tyler, Stephanie Commander, Portland 
Smith, and Joranda Miller Bryan.)

http://piedmontgarden.org


Wendy and Carlton Carroll have 
been very active volunteers 
with Botanical Garden of the 
Piedmont since they joined two 
years ago. They have always liked 
botanical gardens and search 
them out when they travel to 
new places. When they retired, 
they were looking for something 
to do together and since they 
frequently drove by the garden 
sign, they were inspired to check 
out our website. The website and 
information on the kiosk helped 
them to visualize the potential of 
the Garden, and they were excited 
about helping to be catalysts in 
a new public garden. So, when 
they found out about Garden 
Guardians, they decided to sign 
up. 

Garden Guardians is a volunteer 
maintenance program that meets 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday 
mornings in March through 
November. Wendy likes weeding, 
and one can often spot her 
cleaning the beds below our 
street signs or along the meadow 
garden planting. Carlton prefers 
mulching, weed whacking, 
clearing brush, and tree pruning. 
Recently he has taken on 
controlling the kudzu along the 
railroad track and has collected 
a group of other volunteers to 

help him.  In addition, he is an 
FAA licensed drone operator 
and provides video and still 
photography of the Garden from 
the air. His aerial photos helped 
the engineers and designers plan 
the stream restoration project. 

One of their favorite aspects of 
volunteering is being outdoors 
with people with similar interests. 
Plus, they enjoy the variety 
of options available, such as 
being able to choose to work 
independently or in a group. 
Since they are notified ahead of 
time of the tasks that are being 
planned, they can arrange their 
work days with the tools and 
equipment they will need and 
schedule other tasks in town 
around their volunteering to 
optimize their commute.

As the work in the Garden 
progresses, they have started 
to realize the true vision for the 
Garden’s future and they are 
even more excited about it. They 
anticipate more volunteer options 

as the Garden develops, with 
different types of tasks and levels 
of volunteer participation.

Wendy and Carlton also 
contribute to the Garden through 
annual donations and with a 
planned legacy gift. They initially 
chose the Garden as a recipient 
of their estate because they like 
botanical gardens and find them 
inspirational when they are built 
but find being involved in these 
early days of the garden even 
more exciting. They are especially 
proud that “donating to the 
Garden helps build something 
permanent for the community 
that everyone can use and enjoy.”

They are great cheerleaders for 
the Garden, and continuously 
tell people about it.  “It’s more 
like a park with trails: it’s quiet, 
peaceful and contemplative with 
lots of bird activity, and it’s right 
here in the city! It’s not what it 
will be some day, with flowers 
and art work, but still a wonderful 
place to be.”

Volunteer Spotlight
Meet Wendy and Carlton Carroll

Carlton vs. the Kudzu! 
Avis Fields with Flowers from Carolyn’s Garden
(Photo by Carolyn Adams)
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Garden Tips

PO Box 6224
Charlottesville, VA 22906

January & February
•  Take soil tests as necessary.
•  Sharpen tools.
•  Order seeds.
•   Prune all broken, crossing or weak  

limbs on trees.
•   Repair gravel or stepping stone walks where 

needed due to frost heaving and/or erosion.
•   Check perennials beds for heaved plants 

and mulch around their roots for temporary 
protections.

•   Prune boxwood towards the end of February.
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March
•    Spring cleanup of all beds, lawns and paths.
•   Make fertilizer application in response to  

soil test results.
•   Remove leaves and debris from shrub beds.
•   Every 2 – 5 years, remove existing mulch, apply 1-2”  

of compost  
to all beds and then apply mulch.

•   Final pruning of any winter-damaged material.
•   Hand weeding begins and continues as necessary. 
•   Cut ornamental grasses down to approximately 6 – 9” tall.
•  Prune roses.

We’re hiring!
For more information  
about the Education   
  Coordinator position, 
     please see website: 
        piedmontgarden.org/ 
           about/staff

Upcoming Events
Saturday, January 14
8:30am-noon
MLK Day of Service with 
Bartlett Tree Experts

Saturday, January 21
8:30am-noon
Snow Date Bartlett Tree

Tuesday, January 24
10am-noon
Architects Site Tour*

Wednesday, January 25
10am-noon
Snow Date  
Architects Site Tour

Thursday, February 2
9am-4pm
Tabling at PLA
Paramount Theater

Wednesday, March 1 & 15
10am-noon
Garden Guardians

Saturday, March 4
10am
Site Tour*

Wednesday, March 8
10-10:45am
JMRL Storytime  
in the Garden**

All events at the Garden 
unless otherwise noted.

* RSVP at piedmontgarden.org ** See JMRL.org for more information.

http://piedmontgarden.org/about/staff
http://piedmontgarden.org/about/staff
http://piedmontgarden.org
http://JMRL.org

